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Introduction 
The Coronavirus Pandemic (COVID-19) is defined as an ongoing global health crisis. In January 2020, The World Health Organization (WHO), declared the outbreak of Coronavirus disease, which was identified in December 2019 in Wuhan, China as a Public Health Emergency of International Concern. On March 11, 2020, The World Health Organization declared COVID-19 pandemic.
The Provisional Guide has been prepared on the basis of existing knowledge regarding coronavirus disease (COVID-19) and building on the guidelines of the most trusted institutions such as the World Health Organization (WHO) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). 
Given that COVID-19 is a respiratory disease that cannot be predicted as to how long it can last ant that can be passed on from one person to another, protection measures to prevent the spread of infection shall become binding indefinitely. Therefore, the World Health Organization (WHO) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) have drafted guidelines that are constantly updated, depending on the knowledge accumulated on the behavior of the virus. Therefore, this guide will be periodically updated and supplemented.
The Provisional Guide can help prevent the spread of COVID-19 in Pre-University Education Institutions and Higher Education Institutions, and hence the latter represent target audiences.
As COVID-19 continues to spread, it is important that Pre-University and Higher Education Institutions take appropriate actions to prevent the transmission of Covid-19 infection, reduce the impact of the outbreak, and support control measures.

The purpose of this guide is to provide clear and effective guidance for safe operations through prevention, early detection and containment of COVID-19 in all activities of the Pre-University Education Institutions and Higher Education Institutions.
Interim Guide to Preventing the Transmission of SARS-CoV-2 in Pre-University Education Institutions
Regardless of the level of community transmission, it is critical that preschool and school institutions ​​use and layer SARS-CoV-2 prevention strategies. Main strategies for prevention are essential to safe delivery of in-person instruction and help to prevent COVID-19 transmission in Pre-University Education Institutions:

1. Promotion of Vaccination

2. Universal and correct use of masks

3. Physical distancing
4. Handwashing and respiratory etiquette

5. Cleaning and maintaining healthy facilities

6. Contact tracing in combination with isolation and quarantine

Pre-university education institutions providing in-person instruction should prioritize two prevention strategies:
1. Vaccination is the main preventive public health strategy to end the pandemic Covid-19

2. Universal and correct use of masks should be required

3. Physical distancing should be maximized to the greatest extent possible.
The use of multiple strategies - sometimes called multiple prevention - provides greater protection in interrupting transmission chains compared to the implementation of a single strategy. The guidelines recommend the use of two or more prevention strategies, with an emphasis on universal and correct use of masks and physical distancing.
The following public health efforts provide additional COVID-19 protection measures in pre-university education institutions:

a. Testing to identify individuals with a SARS-CoV-2 infection to limit transmission and outbreaks

b. Vaccination for teachers, educators and staff as soon as possible
I. PROMOTION OF VACCINATION

· Vaccination against COVID-19 among all teachers, staff, students and family members is the most critical strategy to help schools safely resume full operation.

· Vaccination is the main public health prevention strategy to end the COVID-19 pandemic. People who are fully vaccinated against COVID-19 are at low risk of symptomatic or severe infection. A growing body of research suggests that people who are fully vaccinated against COVID-19 are less likely to become infected and show symptoms and are at significantly reduced risk of serious illness and death from COVID-19 compared to unvaccinated people.

·  Only a small proportion of people fully vaccinated get the infection, even with the Delta variant. Moreover, when these infections occur among vaccinated people, they tend to be milder compared to unvaccinated. However, preliminary evidence suggests that fully vaccinated people infected with the Delta variant may be contagious and may spread the virus to others. To reduce the risk of Delta variant infection and its spread to others, students, teachers, and school staff should continue to use layered prevention strategies, including universal masks in schools.

· Schools can promote vaccinations through qualified teachers, educators, staff, families, qualified students and pupils by providing information about COVID-19 vaccination, encouraging trust in vaccination and creating supportive policies and practices that make vaccination as easy as possible and convenient.

II 
The
UNIVERSAL AND CORRECT USE OF MASKS
The core principle for masks: Masks should be worn at all times, by all people in school facilities, regardless of vaccination status, with certain exceptions for certain people, or for certain settings or activities, such as while eating or drinking. Masks should be required in all classroom and non-classroom settings, including hallways, school offices, restrooms, gyms, etc.

· Mask-wearing policies for all students, teachers and staff set the expectation that people will wear masks ​​ in all the school.

· The most effective masks are those made of cotton material consisting of two or three layers of fabric. Masks with air valves or vents, loose masks and masks that do not fit properly on the face are not recommended.

· Most students, including those with disabilities, can tolerate and wear the mask safely. However, a small group of students with disabilities may not be able to wear a mask or may not be able to wear a mask securely. If a child with a disability is unable to wear a mask, maintain physical distance or adhere to other public health requirements, the student is still entitled to a proper education, (all persons surrounding him/her shall at no time remove the masks and must respect the distance). The use of masks should be applied in school buses and other public transport; school systems need to take appropriate steps to ensure the implementation of the wearing of masks by students, staff and others.

· If visitors are permitted in school, they should be required to wear masks AT ALL TIMES and should maintain physical distance from others.

· Management, teaching staff and other school staff should encourage modeling of correct and consistent mask use.
2. PHYSICAL DISTANCING
The core principle for physical distance: Post guidelines in school settings (floor signs and posters in visible and frequented spaces) and implement structural interventions to promote physical distance between persons. Signs should be accessible and understandable to children with sensory and intellectual disabilities.
· Classroom rules
In ​​preschool, primary and secondary education institutions, children/students must be at least 1.5 to 2 meters away, depending on the prevalence of COVID-19 in the community. 

· Rules for 2-meter distance:

a. Between adults (teachers, educators and staff), and between adults and students, at all times in the school building.
b. When masks cannot be worn, such as when eating or drinking.
c. During activities when increased exhalation occurs, such as singing, shouting, band, or sports and exercise. Move these activities outdoors or to large, well-ventilated space, when possible.
d. In common areas such as school lobbies and auditoriums, playgrounds.
· Use cohorting of students, and maintain 1 meter distance between cohorts where possible. Limit contact between cohorts.

· Remove nonessential furniture and make other changes to classroom layouts to maximize distance between children / students.
· Face desks in the same direction, where possible.
· Eliminate or decrease nonessential in-person interactions among teachers and staff during meetings, lunches, and other situations that could lead to adult-to-adult transmission.
· Visitors: Limit any nonessential visitors, volunteers, and activities involving external groups or organizations as much as possible—especially with people who are not from the local geographic area (for example, not from the same community, region, city). Require all visitors to wear masks and physically distance from others.
· Transportation: Create distance between children on school buses (for example, seat children on child per row, skip rows). Masks are required on school buses and other forms of public transportation. Open windows to improve ventilation when safety is not compromised.
III
HANDWASHING AND RESPIRATORY ETIQUETTE 
Core principle for handwashing and respiratory etiquette: Through comprehensive and ongoing educational units, teach children proper handwashing, reinforce behaviors, and provide adequate supplies. Ensure that teachers and staff use proper handwashing and respiratory etiquette- post posters that indicate proper hand washing and disinfection. Educational-promotional material should be accessible and understandable to children with sensory and intellectual disabilities respectively.
· Teach and reinforce handwashing with soap and water for at least 20 seconds and increase monitoring to ensure adherence among students, teachers, and staff. If handwashing is not possible, hand sanitizer containing at least 60-70% alcohol should be used.
· Encourage students and staff to cover their mouths and noses when coughing and sneezing, use handkerchiefs when not wearing a mask, and immediately wash their hands after coughing, sneezing, or removing secretions from their nose and mouth.

· Provide assistance to students with disabilities who may need assistance with hand washing and respiratory etiquette 
· Adequate supplies: Support healthy hygiene behaviors by providing adequate supplies, including soap, tissues, face masks (as feasible), and no-touch/foot-pedal trash cans. If soap and water are not readily available, schools can provide alcohol-based hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol (for staff and older children who can safely use hand sanitizer).
IV
CLEANING AND MAINTAINING HEALTHY FACILITIES
Core principle for cleaning and maintaining healthy facilities: Make changes to physical spaces to maintain a healthy environment and facilities, including improving ventilation. Routinely and continuously clean high-touch surfaces (such as doorknobs, light switches, bangles, handrails).

· Ventilation: Improve ventilation to the extent possible to increase circulation of outdoor air, increase the delivery of clean air, and dilute potential contaminants. This can be achieved through several actions:

· Good ventilation of classrooms and halls
· Ensure ventilation and air conditioning settings are maximizing ventilation

· Use exhaust fans in restrooms and kitchens 
· Open windows in buses and other transportation, if doing so does not pose a safety risk.
· Cleaning: Regularly clean high touch surfaces and objects (for example, playground equipment, door handles, sink handles, toilets, drinking fountains) within the school and on school buses at least daily or between use as much as possible.

· Sharing objects: Do not encourage the sharing of personal items, especially those that are difficult to clean.
· Water systems: Take measures to ensure that all water systems and features (for example, sink faucets, decorative fountains) are safe to use after a prolonged facility shutdown.

V
CONTACT TRACING IN COMBINATION WITH ISOLATION AND QUARANTINE
Core principle for contact tracing: Pre-university education institutions​​should collaborate with NIPHK, MoH, MEST, MED complying with the applicable laws, to confidentially provide information about people diagnosed with or exposed to COVID-19. Pupils / children, teachers / educators and technical / administrative staff SARS-CoV-2 positive test result should isolate and their close contacts should be quarantined.

· Staying home when appropriate: Instruct teachers, staff and families on self-isolation and return to school / kindergarten procedures. Students, teachers and staff who have symptoms should stay home and be referred to their healthcare services for testing and care. School​s ​should consider flexible sick leave practices that enable teachers and staff to stay home when they are sick, have been exposed, or are caring for someone who is sick with COVID-19. In case the teacher has been exposed and has to stay isolated at home, then the school should make the schedule for the teacher's involvement in online education with students according to the schedule set by the school.
· Isolation means separation of people diagnosed with COVID-19 from those who are not infected. Such persons should be provided with the necessary medical care during isolation. Any suspected, probable or confirmed case of COVID-19 should make sure to stay in isolation. Students / children, teachers and staff in isolation should stay at home and follow NIPHK guidelines on when it is safe for them to leave isolation.
· Case investigation and contact tracing: Schools ​​should work together relevant health institutions to facilitate systematic case research, contact tracing of infected students / children, teachers / educators and staff and consistent isolation of cases and quarantine of close contacts. In order for schools to remain open, health institutions should ensure sufficient contact tracing and be notified of the test result within 48 hours. Rapid identification, quarantine and monitoring of contacts exposed to SARS-CoV-2 can effectively disrupt the transmission chain and prevent further spread of the virus.

· The Definition of close contact: A close contact is the person who has been within 2 meters close to a person diagnosed with COVID-19 for 15 minutes or more during a period of 24 hours. The definition of close contact applies regardless of whether the persons had put on a mask.

· For schools that use less than 2 meters between students in classrooms, the definition of close contacts should not change. Students sitting less than 2 meters next to another student or person diagnosed with COVID-19 for a total of 15 minutes or more should quarantine at home and be referred for testing.

· Quarantine should be used for students, teachers, and staff who might have been exposed to COVID-19. Close contacts, identified through contact tracing, should quarantine unless they are fully vaccinated, or have tested positive in the last 3 months, and do not have any symptoms. Students, teachers, and staff who are in quarantine should stay home and follow NIPHK guidelines about when it is safe for them to be around others. If a child with a disability is required to quarantine, the school is required to provide services consistent with applicable laws.
· MEST scenarios for the development of the school year 2021-2022

Return scenario: Resumption of schooling with physical presence, full time (45-minute lesson) and strict observance of preventive measures according to the COVID-19 protocol (where classrooms have enough space)

Scenario A: Organizing the learning process with physical presence in groups and reduced hours - 30 minutes of lesson (not more than 20 pupils in classroom) in accordance with the COVID-19 protocols.
Scenario B: Organization of the combined learning process and part-time - 30 minutes per lesson (physical presence and distance learning)

Scenario C: Organizing distance learning and part-time - 30-minute lesson
According to Pandemic Severity Index, a pandemic is considered moderate if there are less than ten (10) cases of infections per 100,000 inhabitants

· Response Instructions:
Changing scenarios (return( a( b or b(c) based on the number of infected persons in the education system will be as follows: 

· Class level: if there is one (1) case of infection per close contact/group/class 

Illustration: if a case of infection of a student occurs, in addition to the case management measures for the particular student (set out in the MEST Main Guideline), close contacts shall self-insolate and test on day 5-6 after last contact, the entire designated group will switch to online learning. After receiving the recommendations from the NIPHK, the school task force meets and makes the relevant decision.

The rules from the NIPHK/MoH Guide apply. All decisions are made by the task force of the respective level.

· School level: one (1) case of infection per 200 students per day during a week. 

Illustration: If a school with 1000 students has more than five cases of new infections in one day (during three - five working days), then the task force is gathered to assess whether the whole school goes into online and remote learning mode. 
Municipalities with a higher infection rate than the moderate rate of 10/100,000 will react even more severely: if there is 1 case of infection per 400 students - especially in the first months of the school year (September - October 2020). All decisions are made by the task force of the respective level.

· Municipal level: for a given municipality there will be ten (10) or more cases per 100,000 inhabitants per day. 

Illustration: If a given municipality with 50,000 inhabitants has more than five cases of new infections per day for a period of one week, then the MED and the municipal authorities (municipal task force - in consultation with the NIPHK/MoH) decide whether to switch all educational institutions to the online learning mode (depending on the nature, origin and extent of cases of infections). All decisions are made by the task force of the respective level.

· Return cycle 

After the expiration of the infection in individual cases, the school Task Force recommends that the return be done according to the following dynamics:

1. Class level: 10 days and upon the school task force assessment for a given class/group/grade level 

2. School level: 10 days and upon the school task force assessment for a given school 

3. Municipal level: 10 days and upon proven preparations and an assessment by the NIPHK for the concerned municipality.

Illustration: If all educational institutions in a municipality have switched to online learning due to the number of new cases according to the criterion 10/100,000 during a week, at least 10 days and a positive recommendation from NIPHK after a preliminary assessment will be required for return to school facilities. 

Education staff: 

MEST and MED will restructure the existing staff as needed, and will hire additional educational staff by special decision of the government, in order to meet the requirements for teachers after the division of classes into small groups and to replace staff that may be infected. 

In any case where a teacher shows symptoms similar to Covid-19, the school management should inform the relevant MED/MFMC, and the MED should:

· find temporary replacement within the school staff immediately 

· provide testing for COVID - 19 for the teacher as soon as possible and 

· in case of a positive result find a replacement from the school teachers if possible or from the list of reserve teachers in the municipality. In this case, all students in the respective class go online for 10 days.
VI      Teaching and learning activity

· The educational process in preschool institutions and daycare shall comply with the recommendations of NIPHK for preschool institutions. 

· The educational process in all pre-university education institutions of all levels, as well as in day care centers shall comply with MEST Guidelines for organizing the learning process in the conditions of the COVID-19 pandemic. The task forces of the educational institutions decide on the application of scenarios for the organization of the teaching process, depending on the situation in the institution and in the classrooms.

· Staff in all public and private institutions of all levels of education, including preschool and day care institutions, must possess any of the evidence mentioned in point 2.1 or 2.2, in order to be allowed to enter the institution.

· The highest administrative officer, or equivalent position, of each institution according to point  11, 12 and 13, is obliged that by decision to appoint one or more responsible persons who will control the possession of any of the evidence mentioned in point 2.1 or 2.2.
Provisional Guideline for the Prevention of Transmission of SARS-CoV-2 in Higher Education Institutions

The more and the longer a person interacts with others, the higher the risk of spreading COVID-19 in the community. Risk is also influenced by factors such as. Level of vaccination the infection transmission rate in the community and the implementation of preventive measures by the population, such as the use of masks, physical distance and hand hygiene. The risk of spreading COVID-19 increases in Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) in relation to the level of transmission of COVID-19 in the community and as follows:

Higher education institutions (HEIs) should continue to strive to maintain the quality of studies in accordance with the criteria set for study programs in the procedures of initial accreditation or re-accreditation.

I
PROMOTION OF VACCINATION
· Vaccination against COVID-19 among all academic, non-academic staff, students and family members is the most appropriate strategy to help HEIs to safely resume full operation.
II
PROMOTING BEHAVIORS THAT REDUCE THE SPREAD OF COVID-19 

HEIs should implement strategies to encourage behaviors that reduce the prevalence of COVID-19:

1 Staying at home or self-isolation 

In cases of return to class with physical presence, students, academic staff and non-academic staff who have had COVID-19 symptoms, tested positive for COVID-19 or potentially exposed to someone with COVID-19 should be instructed to follow NIPHK guidelines for self-isolation or stay at home. 

Students, academic staff and non-academic staff should stay home when they test positive or show symptoms of COVID-19.

2 Hand cleaning and respiratory hygiene
Recommend and enforce hand cleansing with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and water are not available, 60-70% alcohol-based disinfectant can be used. Encourage students, academic staff, and non-academic staff to cough and sneeze into a tissue or inside of the elbow. Used wipes should be thrown in the waste bin and hands should be washed immediately with soap and water for at least 20 seconds.

3 Universal and correct use of masks

Recommend and oblige the use of masks by students, academic staff and non-academic staff. Many people with COVID-19 are asymptomatic or have only mild symptoms, so they may not know they are infected. Using masks to prevent the spread of splashes is an important strategy to help prevent the spread of COVID-19. Information about the proper use of masks should be provided to all students, academic staff and non-academic staff.

Masks should not be worn by:

· Infants and children younger than 2 years old

· Anyone who has trouble breathing or is unconscious

· Anyone who is incompetent or unable to remove the mask without the help of others

4 Adequate supplies 

Supplies include essential materials such as: soap, wipes, 60-70% alcohol-based disinfectant, masks (if possible) and hands-free garbage bin (preferably covered)

5 Marking and placement of educational promotional materials

Place signs in very visible and frequented places (e.g., building entrances, toilets, dining areas) promoting daily protective measures (such as hand washing, physical distance, masks). Use simple, clear, and effective language about behaviors that prevent the spread of COVID-19. Use communication methods that are accessible to all students, academic staff and non-academic staff, and other visitors, including parents or guardians.
III
MAINTENING HEALTHY FACILITIES

HEIs should implement strategies to maintain healthy environments:

1 Cleaning and disinfection

· Clean and disinfect frequently surfaces subject to frequent touching (e.g., door handles, sink faucets, drinking fountains, handrails, tables, keyboards) within the HEI premises at least daily or between uses, as much as possible.

· The use of common facilities (e.g., laboratory equipment, computer equipment, desks) should be restricted when possible, or cleaned and disinfected between uses.

· Encourage students, academic staff, and non-academic staff to use disinfectants to clean shared desks, lab equipment, and other common facilities before and after use.

· If transport vehicles (e.g. buses or official vehicles) are used by HEIs, drivers should practice all safety actions and protocols applicable to other staff (e.g., hand hygiene, masks).

· Place hand sanitizers near surfaces subject to frequent touching, at the entrances and exits of institutions.

2 Sharing of equipment

Avoid sharing electronic devices, books, pens and other learning tools. Provide adequate supplies to minimize the sharing of frequently used materials (e.g., assign each student their own art equipment, lab equipment, computers) or restrict the use of equipment by a group of students at the same time then clean and disinfect between uses.
3 Ventilation

Improve ventilation to the extent possible, to increase circulation of outdoor air, increase the delivery of clean air and remove potential contaminants. 

This can be achieved through several actions:

· Good ventilation of premises - halls and cabinets

· Ventilation and air conditioning equipment maximize ventilation

· Exhaust hoods in restrooms and kitchens

· When weather conditions allow, open windows and doors to increase fresh air circulation.

4 Modification of furniture placement

· Seats and tables should be placed at least 1 meter apart from each other. 

· In lecture halls, adjust the seating of chairs and the passage of rows to ensure the distance of 1 meter between seats.

· Organize classes with fewer students, in larger rooms.

· Organize lectures/exercises on the virtual platform, when possible.

· Dormitories are allowed to work according to the rule: one student per room

5 Engineering interventions

Consider placing automatic doors or doors that can be opened without touching them with your hands (e.g., pushing by hand).

IV.
MAINTENING HEALTHY INTERVENTIONS

HEIs should implement strategies to maintain healthy interventions:

1 Protection for students, academic staff and non-academic staff at highest risk for serious illness from COVID-19

HEIs should provide opportunities to academic staff and non-academic staff who are most at risk of COVID-19 (older people and others with comorbidities) to limit their exposure in order to reduce risk (e.g., work online or modify their job responsibilities).

HEIs should also provide opportunities to students at higher risk of serious illness to limit their risk of exposure (e.g., virtual learning opportunities).

2 Virtual-online learning

· Learning on virtual-online platforms is encouraged.

· Provide virtual-online platform or teleconference meetings instead of meetings with physical participation.

· It is recommended that HEIs consider the possibility of shortening the classes with physical presence to 30 minutes and reducing the number of classes per day (maximum 6 hours).

· Provide support services to students virtually as much as possible
3 Regulations of medical leave and excused absence

Medical leave enables students, academic staff and non-academic staff to stay at home or isolate themselves when they are ill, exposed or caring for someone who is COVID-19 sick.

· Leave and excused absence regulations should be flexible, non-punitive, and should allow sick staff and students to stay at home in self-isolation.

· Medical leave and excused absence policies should consider to staff and students who need to stay home with their children if school or kindergartens are closed, or care for sick family members.

· Return to classes with physical presence in HEI facilities after the onset of COVID-19 disease by students, academic staff and non-academic staff is based on the NIPHK guidelines for release from isolation.

4 Contact tracing and testing

Contact tracing is the process of notifying people (contacts) of possible exposure to SARS-CoV-2 and talking about the virus, symptoms, and other important health information. Guidelines for self-isolation and symptom monitoring, support and testing referrals, and other services are also provided as needed. 

The process of case investigation and contact tracing help prevent further transmission of COVID-19 disease.

Rapid identification, voluntary self-isolation, and monitoring of these contacts exposed to SARS-CoV-2 can effectively break the transmission chain and prevent further spread of the virus in the community.

The HEI consists of a mixed community, with students and staff of different age groups who are highly interconnected through contacts in dormitories, classrooms, lecture halls, workshops, sports teams, clubs. These close contacts make the HEI community more sensitive to the increasing transmission of SARS-CoV-2.

Students, academic staff and non-academic staff should be tested for the following epidemiological indications:

· Have signs or symptoms consistent with COVID-19 

· Have signs or symptoms consistent with COVID-19

· Have recently known or suspect exposure to a person confirmed COVID-19 in the laboratory

· Have been referred for testing by a healthcare provider 

· Are part of a group for which testing is recommended (in the context of an outbreak)
V.  Learning activity and events related to the learning process
The teaching process in public and private institutions of higher education, as well as in training institutions and non-formal education, takes place with physical presence.
Teaching activity in HEIs, including other events related to the learning process (such as entrance exams for registration of new students, regular exams and intermediate tests with existing students, student consultations or defense of diploma theses), takes place according to procedures provided by the HEI and as defined in the syllabi of the respective subjects, with the physical presence of academic staff and students in university premises or in other institutions and facilities (e.g. laboratory, experimental and clinical exercises, individual teaching and internships in schools.

· It is allowed to use the academic spaces intended for the learning process (such as amphitheaters, classrooms, exercises, laboratories). It is obligatory to maintain a physical distance of 1 meter between persons.

· The teaching process in public and private university institutions is conducted according to the relevant guidelines, provided that the number of persons allowed in a class enables strictly maintaining a distance of 1 meter between persons.

· It is recommended that HEIs considers the possibility of reducing the time of lectures with physical presence to 30 minutes and to reduce the time of lecture per day.

· Regardless of vaccination status, all the time, students, academic and non-academic must comply with the measures in order to protect themselves and others, including the proper use of face masks, physical distance and hand hygiene.

· To support the strict observance of timetables and terms of lecturing and consultations with students.

· Students, academic staff and personnel should not share things with each other (eg, pens, laboratory equipment, art or recreation).

· Make regular plans for disinfection of learning premises (i.e., on time and continuously), as well as laboratory or experimental equipment.
· Students in order to be able to register in the dormitory must possess any of the evidence mentioned in points 2.1 or 2.2.
· The highest administrative officer, or equivalent position, of each institution according to points 11, 12 and 13, is obliged by decision to appoint one or more responsible persons who will control the possession of any of the evidence mentioned in point 2.1 or 2.2.

If HEIs have technological possibilities, the teaching process can be held according to the "hybrid model", with a combination of physical presence teaching and online learning, in which case the teacher is physically present in the academic premises.
Distance learning or other activities and events related to the learning process are held virtually online if they are defined in the syllabus of the courses or when the circumstances require it depending on the epidemiological situation and if recommended by the NIPHK. In the latter case, HEIs should see the possibilities of implementing the combined model of theoretical online learning and physical presence learning, for laboratory, experimental and clinical exercises, individual learning and practice in schools.
HEIs can organize promotions for graduate students or activities of a similar nature, implementing measures to prevent the spread of COVID-19, in such a way as to ensure a distance of at least 1.5 m between attendees and using the facemask. It is recommended that such activities shall be held outdoors in the university campuses.
Libraries, museums, cinemas, theaters, youth centers, cultural centers with groups or other similar institutions subordinated to the MCYS or Municipalities, are allowed to work using capacity of space / areas of the respective facilities, provided the public to be seated in chairs. It is recommended to keep the mask and the physical distance of one (1) meter between the persons.

Users of activities according to point 36, must possess any of the evidence mentioned in point 2.1 and 2.2, in order to be allowed to enter the facility, except those under 16 years of age. 

In the activities according to point 36, one or more responsible persons must be appointed by decision to control the possession of any of the evidences mentioned in point 2.1 and 2.2.
Source:

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/operation-strategy.html?Updated on 25.08.2021 

https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/COVID-19-in-children-and-the-role-of-school-settings-in-transmission-second-update.pdf
Government of the Republic of Kosovo - DECISION On general and special measures for the control, prevention and control of the pandemic COVID-19, No. 01/66 Date: 01.03.2022
COVID-19 pandemic response protocol in schools, MEST 2020

Protocol for the opening of kindergartens in the Municipality of Pristina 2020

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/colleges-universities/considerations.html Updated on 05.08.2021
General guide of MEST for the organization of the teaching process in the school year 2021/2022 in conditions of Pandemic COVID-19, September 2021
� General guide of MEST for the organization of the teaching process in the school year 2021/2022 during Pandemic COVID-19, September 2021








9

