[image: stema_JPG]





Republika e Kosovës - Republika Kosova - Republic of Kosovo
[bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Qeveria - Vlada - Government
Ministria e Shëndetësisë / MinistarstvoZdravstva / Ministry of Health







TEMPORARY GUIDELINES
IMPLEMENTATION OF GENERAL AND
SPECIAL PREVENTION MEASURES AND COMBATING
COVID-19 IN PUBLIC AND INTERNATIONAL TRANSPORT








Prishtina, 30 April 2022

Version 1.14

[bookmark: _Toc69661241][bookmark: _Toc75933364]
Personal protective measures in public transport

Public transport (train, bus, taxi) is an essential service. In the context of the COVID-19 pandemic, there are two types of hazards associated with public transport. First, gathering in public transport (train, bus, taxi) and their use by a large number of people, can contribute to the direct transmission of COVID-19, through droplets and indirect transmission through contaminated surfaces and consequently, public transport personnel are at risk of increased infection. Governments around the world instruct the public to maintain a minimum distance to reduce the possibility of transmitting the virus. These measures are undoubtedly the most important, among all the measures presented, for public transport operations.
When using public transport, try to stay at least 6 steps away from other passengers or transport operators - for example, when you are waiting at a bus stop or choosing places on a bus or train. When using vehicles / taxis, avoid shared travel, when a taxi takes a lot of passengers while sitting in the back seat of larger vehicles, so that you can stay at least 6 steps away from the driver.
Based on the legislation in force the following types of passenger transport arein operation:
· Interurban passenger transport by bus (which is organized between two or more municipalities and is under the competence of MI).
· Urban and urban-peripheral transport by bus (organized between two and more municipalities and is in the competence of MI).
· International passenger transport by bus (organized with the respective states and under the competence of MI).
· Rail passenger transport by train (which is under the competence of MI).
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· Provide means of providing information (through sound, posters and leaflets) on anti-covid protection measures 19 at central and local stations as well as means of public transport (train, bus, taxi).
· Inform passengers about the signs and symptoms of COVID-19 and advise them not to use public transport (train, bus, taxi) if they show symptoms of COVID-19 (cough, sore throat, weakness and general fatigue and muscle aches).
· Remind passengers with 'attention' every 30 min on protective measures.
· Inform passengers about keeping physical distance in central station spaces.
· Inform and oblige passengers, if they do not have the possibility of physical distance, to use additional anti-COVID-19 protection measures (proper use of masks, disinfection and hand hygiene).
· Inform passengers about proper hand hygiene, with alcohol-based disinfectants 60 - 70%, before entry and after using public transport (train, bus, taxi).
· Provide 60-70% alcohol-based solutions available to passengers.
· Prevent congestion in public transport and in waiting areas by providing adequate vehicles.
· Staff working in urban traffic, if there are suspicious symptoms for COVID-19, should report to the nearest family doctor.
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· Respect the physical distance to the reception areas, for any type of public transport and the correct placement of the mask that is mandatory.
· It is forbidden to enter public transport vehicles without a mask. 
· It is recommended to wear the mask on public and international transport.
· Passenger road transport operators are allowed to work according to the capacity of the seats.
· Road transport staff and passengers must possess any of the evidence mentioned in points 2.1 (Certificate of vaccination with at least two doses or one dose of Janssen vaccine against COVID-19) and 2.2 (Persons with medical evidence from a specialist in the relevant field that they have contraindications and are exempt from vaccination, must have a negative RT-PCR test for COVID 19 not older than one week) in order to be allowed to operate, respectively travel on public and international transport vehicles, except those under 16 years of age.
· Each operator is obliged to appoint one or more responsible persons in each means of road transport, who will check the passengers for the possession of any of the evidences mentioned in point 2.1 and 2.2.
· Observance of the physical distance inside the means of public transport (train, bus, taxi) according to the standard (2m).
· Staff at central stations should maintain a physical distance of 2 m, in addition to the implementation of general anti-COVID-19 measures, or ideally stand behind glass, plastic or partition strips.
· Staff on public transport (vehicle driver and conductor) must maintain physical distance behind glass, plastic or partition strips.
· Passengers should enter through the rear doors, to ensure physical distance from the driver, if the car cabin is not physically separated from passengers.
· Increase in the number of urban and inter-urban traffic vehicles during peak hours.
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· Central station spaces should be disinfected at least every night.
· Cleaning of central station public toilets should be done carefully, using an effective antiviral disinfectant, such as 0.1% sodium hypochlorite or other licensed virucide products, following the instructions for use provided by the manufacturer.
· Public transport should be disinfected at least every night.
· Frequent cleaning of surfaces where passengers stay and where staff stay, if there is no alcohol-based disinfectant 60-70%, 0.1% sodium hypochlorite can be used.
· In the areas of the central stations there should be easily accessible and visible disinfectants as well as during the trip (alcohol-based disinfectants 60-70%).
· The cloth used for cleaning several times must be disinfected and cleaned before the next use.
· Cleaning personnel must wear personal protective equipment (PPE) when cleaning.
· Public transport workers should be provided with ventilation. 
· Ensure ventilation of public transport vehicles during their operation (it is suggested to ventilate as much as possible, immediately after the unloading of passenger
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